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This Week’s Message 
September 26, 2021 

 
Welcome – 

Compassion Connects Me to We 
   

 
But a Samaritan who was on a 

journey came upon him; and when 
he saw him, he felt compassion… 

 
Luke 10:33 

 (New American Standard Version) 

Sunday’s Scripture Reading 
Luke 10:25-37 (NASV)  

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, 
saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  
26 And He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How 
does it read to you?”  
27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor 
as yourself.”  
28 And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; do 
this and you will live.”  
29 But wanting to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?” 
30 Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he encountered robbers, and 
they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving 
him half dead.  
31 And by coincidence a priest was going down on that 
road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side.  
32 Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side.  
33 But a Samaritan who was on a journey came upon him; 
and when he saw him, he felt compassion,  
34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring 
oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own animal, 
and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  
35 On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them 
to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and 
whatever more you spend, when I return, I will repay 
you.’  
36 Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?”  
37 And he said, “The one who showed compassion to 
him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.” 
American Standard Version) 
 

On Sunday, I continue the series of messages 
Welcome, with the message Compassion 
Connects Me to We.  The Scripture text is 
Luke 10:25-37, which is the story of the Good 
Samaritan. 
     The story of the Good Samaritan is a great 
story, not just because of the model of 
compassion that we see in the Samaritan, but 
because of Jesus choosing a Samaritan as the 
hero.  In the time of Jesus, there was a great 
deal of animosity between the Jewish people 
and the Samaritans.  This animosity is 
referenced in John 4:9, when Jesus speaks 
with the Samaritan woman at the well.  She is 
surprised that Jesus would speak to her, and 
John adds the note – for Jews do not associate 
with Samaritans. The history of the 
Samaritans, and the roots of the animosity 
with the Jewish people, is rather complicated, 
but the very brief version is this – the 
animosity traces to centuries before the time 
of Jesus, to around the year 721 BC, when the 
Assyrians conquered the kingdom of Israel, 
and many of the inhabitants were carried 
away into captivity.  After taking many of the 
people into captivity, the Assyrians brought in 
people from other nations and cultures to 
settle in the land, replacing those who were 
taken into captivity.  The reasoning for this 
was very basic.   
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Questions to Consider –  
 
* Who are people who come to 
mind when we think of 
compassion – those who need 
compassion and those who 
demonstrate compassion? 
  
* Do you think we are growing 
more or less compassionate in 
our nation?  Our world? 
 
*How do we demonstrate 
compassion as individuals?  As 
a group? 
 
*Who are the Samaritans (those 
rejected and cast aside) in 
today’s world? 
 
*How can we enter into the 
suffering of others?  What are 
the barriers that keep us from 
entering into the suffering of 
others? 
 
*Do you think non-religious 
people view religious people as 
compassionate?  Why or why 
not?  
 
 *Where do you see 
compassion as being most 
needed today? 
 
* Are there times when we act 
the same as this expert in the 
law, wanting to choose who is 
our neighbor, releasing 
ourselves from an obligation of 
being compassionate towards 
them? 
 
 

was very simple – with a mixture of people and cultures now in 
the land, the assumption of the Assyrians was that the people 
would intermarry with those who were not taken into captivity.  
As the intermarrying continued, the people would begin to lose 
their sense of national and ethnic identity, which in turn would 
make them less likely to rebel against the Assyrians.  This did 
happen, along with a transfer of where the Samaritans focused  
 

That Jesus would choose a Samaritan as an example of 
compassion, then, was quite a shock to his listeners.  Most of 
his listeners would have expected the Samaritan to be used as 

an example of someone to be looked down upon, not to be  
held up as an exemplary role model. 

 
their worship.  Instead of maintaining Jerusalem as the center 
of worship, the Samaritans focused their worship on Mount 
Gerizim.  Later, when the descendants of those who were taken 
into captivity returned to the land, there was a great deal of 
resentment by those who remained, and by those who returned. 
     The enmity between the Jewish people and the Samaritans 
was so great, that many people traveling between Galilee and 
Judea would go around Samaria, which was located between 
the two provinces, as seen on the map below. 

 
     That Jesus would choose a Samaritan as an example of 
compassion, then, was quite a shock to his listeners.  Most of 
his listeners would have expected the Samaritan to be used as 
an example of someone to be looked down upon, not to be held 
up as an exemplary role model. 
 As always, I look forward to seeing you on Sunday, either 
online or in person, as we talk about being people of 
compassion. 


