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This Week’s Message 
June 20, 2021 

 
Lessons Learned – 

Some Things Are Not for Sale  
   

 
May your money perish with you, 

because you thought you could buy the 
gift of God with money!  

 
Acts 8:20 

 (New International Version) 

Sunday’s Scripture Reading 
Acts 8:9-24  

 

9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced 
sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He 
boasted that he was someone great,  
10 and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention 
and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of 
God.”  
11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long 
time with his sorcery.  
12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news 
of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women. 
13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed 
Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and 
miracles he saw. 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria.  
15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit,  
16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they 
had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of 
the apostles’ hands, he offered them money  
19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom 
I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 
20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because 
you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!  
21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart 
is not right before God.  
22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope 
that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 
23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.” 
24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that 
nothing you have said may happen to me.” 
 

On Sunday I continue my series of messages 
titled Lessons Learned.  The title of Sunday’s 
message is Some Things Are Not for Sale. 
     The Scripture text for the message tells the 
story of Simon, a sorcerer who practiced his 
magic in an unnamed city in Samaria.  Luke 
tells us that he amazed all the people of 
Samaria, and he was even known as the 
Great Power (verse 10), which was, 
essentially, equating Simon with a deity.  As 
Philip preached throughout the area, Simon 
was baptized, along with many others. 
Eventually, Peter and John came to join Philip 
in the work.  Praying for the new converts, 
Peter and John laid hands on them and when 
they did, the converts received the Holy 
Spirit.  Simon, obviously very impressed by 
this, offered Peter and John money in 
exchange for the gift of conferring the Spirit.  
Peter was less than impressed with Simon’s 
offer, and rebuked him, saying, may your 
money perish with you, because you thought 
you could buy the gift of God with money! 
(verse 20). 
     This story has given us the term simony, 
which is the practice of selling church offices 
or things that are sacred.  In medieval Europe, 
it was common for church offices to be sold. 
Not only were church offices sold, but 
influence within the Church could be  
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Questions to Consider –  
 
* In Matthew 19:13-21, Jesus 
tells the parable of the rich 
man.  In the parable, the man 
famously says that because he 
has reached a level of great 
wealth, he will take life easy; 
eat, drink, and be merry.  In 
response, God says to the man 
that this very night your life 
will be demanded from you.  
Reading that line, we generally 
think that the man dies, but that 
is not what Jesus is saying.  
Because of translation 
difficulties that sometimes exist 
between Greek and English, the 
English version of that verse 
would certainly make it sound 
as though the man is facing an 
imminent physical death.  What 
Jesus is saying, however, is that 
the man has died a spiritual 
death. Instead of being the 
possessor of what he owns, he 
has become the possessed, and 
he lost his soul in the process 
of accumulating his wealth.  
The man, tragically, did exactly 
what Jesus warned not to do, 
when he said, what good is it 
for a man to gain the whole 
world, yet forfeit his soul?  Or 
what can a man give in 
exchange for his soul? (Mark 
8:36-37).  The man in the 
parable, sadly, seemed to have 
it all, but in reality, had 
nothing, as he lost his soul, just 
as Jesus had cautioned. 
 

influence within the church could be purchased as well.  
Because of the power and authority of the church at that time in 
history, offices and positions in the ecclesiastical hierarchy 
were highly coveted, and people were willing to pay very high 
prices to obtain those positions.  Others, who might not want a 
position, but did want influence, were willing to pay a premium 
to have influence in the church for political or other reasons. 
 
What Simon did not understand, obviously, was that no one can 
own or possess the power of God.  And, even more importantly, 

the gift of the Spirit was, and remains, free! 
 
     As a magician, Simon had no doubt profited handsomely 
from his work.  Watching Peter and John, Simon mistakenly 
assumed the power to confer the Spirit was something that 
could be controlled by particular people.  To gain such power, 
which could line his pockets even further, Simon was willing to 
pay.  Simon obviously did not understand the workings of 
God’s Spirit, specifically that no one can own or possess the 
power of God.  And, even more importantly, he did not 
understand that the gift of the Spirit was, and remains, free!  
Simon wanted to control, and profit from, what was not for 
sale.  God, obviously, is not for sale, although watching some 
of the prosperity gospel preachers of today one would think 
God is little more than another product to be sold in the 
marketplace. 
     In Sunday’s message, I will speak about what is not for sale.  
Our souls, for instance, are not for sale.  Well, they shouldn’t 
be, but we are far too familiar with the saying of selling one’s 
soul (see the sidebar for more about that).  We talk about 
people who sell out, who set aside their principles and morals 
for the sake of personal gain.  Let us remember, however, the 
soft whisper of selling out whispers in our ears as well, and the 
temptation to forsake our morals and our principles can be, at 
times, overwhelming. 
     I look forward to seeing you on Sunday for worship!  
Remember that we are no longer requiring masks and social 
distancing for those who have been vaccinated. It was 
wonderful, last week, to see everyone energized by our return 
to a sense of normalcy in worship.  In the coming weeks, we 
will continue that return, so please continue to be patient. 
 
      
 
 


