

Sunday, November 22, 2020


Announcements – Jordan
Good morning, and thank you for joining us for the livestream of our worship service.  Beginning today, and continuing through Sunday, December 13th, we will not offer in-person worship services.  This decision was made in response to the request of the governor, who encouraged all churches to do so.  We are regretful for the inconvenience of this action, but we have done this in order to do our part in keeping everyone safe and healthy.  
We have almost reached our goal of collecting 600 boxes of cereal (either the individual boxes, bowls, or canisters) for the Backpack Project.  Our goal is to have them collected by December 1st.  These boxes can be purchased and turned in to the church and placed in the first classroom, next to the Nursery classroom, in the hallway (where the stage is set up) or leave in the church office and we will get them to the collection spots. 
The CWF continues to take orders for the holidays.  All orders are due no later than next Sunday, November 28th.  The items may be picked up Saturday, December 5th, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  The CWF will gather on December 1st to finalize plans for the sale.
Although we will not have an Angel Tree set up in the FCC narthex this year, we encourage you to adopt an Angel from the Salvation Army.  Children and families in our community still need your support.  You may pick up Angel Tree names from Kroger or American Rental in Governor's Square.
The Salvation Army is in need of volunteers to help with Angel Tree gift packing and distribution beginning Thanksgiving week.  If you are interested in volunteering, please sign up by emailing me at chrissymhudson1@gmail.com or calling the church office.  I will pass the list along to the Salvation Army who will contact volunteers to coordinate dates/times/responsibilities.
Kid’s Korner – Jordan 
Call to Worship – Romans 8:28-35, 37-39

Today’s Call to Worship was used on the first Sunday of 2020.  At that time, there was no way we could know the challenges and difficulties that were awaiting us, but the message of this passage of Scripture rings out with even more truth, with more hope, and with more comfort than it did 11½ months ago – 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 

30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 

33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 

34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Joys and Concerns – Jordan
Please remember Bonnie Beach and her family upon the loss of her father, James Edward Beach, who passed away on Thursday.  His funeral is tomorrow at 12:00 p.m. and the livestream of the service can be viewed on the Facebook page of Webb Funeral Home.

Trish Fegenbush's brother, Maury Cox, is home after having heart surgery at the Cleveland Clinic.  

Eric McClain was diagnosed with Covid and is at home.

Thank you to all those who have sent cards to Greg Beckley in recent weeks.  He received around 100 cards.

Please keep in your prayers the staff of the Shelby County schools, students, and families.

If you would like a copy of the complete prayer list, copies can be downloaded from the church web site.
Morning Prayer
During the 12 weeks we were out of worship earlier this year, I ended my morning prayers with a prayer from an historical figure.  Some of the prayers were well-known, and some were not.  This morning, I will end my prayer with a portion of the prayer of Jesus at the Last Supper – 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 

21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 

23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 

26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

(John 17:20-26
Special Music – Amy Bramblette, I’ll Fly Away
Message –  Dave Charlton
Message Title – A Tough Faith for A Tough Time:  Mary Magdalene
Scripture Reading – Luke 8:1-3

1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  The twelve were with him,

2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases:  Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out;

3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others.  These women were helping to support them out of their own means.

Invitation Hymn – 
Offering Meditation – Lois Lenz
Offering Prayer  

God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace: We thank you for the gift of life: for the breath that sustains life, for the food of this earth that nurtures life, for the love of family and friends. We thank you for the mystery of creation: for the beauty that the eye can see, for the joy that the ear may hear, for the unknown that we cannot behold filling the universe with wonder, for the expanse of space that draws us beyond the definitions of our selves. We thank you for this day: for life and one more day to love, for opportunity and one more day to work for justice and peace, one more day to experience your presence. For these, and all blessings, we give you thanks, through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Doxology – played, but no singing
Communion Meditation  
The writer Brian McLaren reminds us of how radically different the kingdom of God is from the kingdoms of this world, as he reminds us that in the kingdom of God we – 

Don’t get revenge when wronged, but seek reconciliation.

Don’t repay violence with violence, but seek creative and transforming nonviolent alternatives.

Don’t focus on external conformity to moral codes, but on internal transformation in love.

Don’t love insiders and hate or fear outsiders, but welcome outsiders into a new “us,” a new “we,” a new humanity that celebrates diversity in the context of love for all, justice for all, and mutual respect for all.

Don’t have anxiety about money or security or pleasure at the center of your life, but trust yourself to the care of God.

Don’t live for wealth, but for the living God who loves all people, including your enemies.

Don’t hate your enemies or competitors, but love them and do to them not as they have done to you—and not before they do to you—but as you wish they would do for you.
When I look at the world today, sometimes I wonder if that is really possible.  From the condition of our world, it’s hard to believe that it is possible.  But when we come to the table, and when we receive the elements of the bread and cup, I remember that those are but a few of the reasons for which Jesus died, and my hope is rekindled.
Prayer for the bread and cup.

Prayer for the Bread and Cup
The Lord’s Prayer
This we pray in the name of Christ, who taught us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

Words of institution – when Jesus met with his disciples for the Last Supper, he took the bread and broke it.  As he broke it, he said, “this is my body which is broken for you.  This do in remembrance of me.”
And he took the cup also and said, “this cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
Benediction 
Let us go from this place proclaiming that we have seen the glory of God

Believing that there is a light that shines in the darkness, which the darkness shall not overcome

And may the love of the Creator, the joy of the Spirit, and the peace of the Christ-child

Be with you this day, and evermore.  Amen.

(Cara Heafey
Prayer list as of 11/12/2020
Bailey, Helen  homebound   

Baker, Jeanie  cancer   

Baxter, Johnny   stomach cancer, son of Jessie Baxter

Beach, James  COVID (Bonnie Beach's father)

Beagle, Susan   Signature Healthcare, Taylorsville

Beckley, Greg,  Alzheimer's Disease
 
 Bishop, JoAnn  Alzheimer's, Henrietta Hardin's sister
 
Bolden, Michael health concerns
   
Carpenter, Karen liver and lung cancer, friend of Suzi and Bob Roth
 
Clausen, Rich  beginning radiation treatments, friend of Diann and Al Cook

the family and friends of Paul Cox (Nellie Nation's brother)
 
Donahue, Barbara   MS
   
Donahue, Buddy   cancer 

Farris, Ben    cancer

Griffith, Linda  health issues  UPDATE:  Linda is home after 6 days in the hospital.     

Harris, Gloria   health, Julie Mulcahy's mother 

Hipple, Mary Dale  recent surgery and recovery

Howell, Brooks   infant with incurable disease 

   
Hower, Tommy   health
 
Hudson, Chris  wound on leg
   
Hundley, LaMar and Valorie   health

Jennings, Harriet   very sore after recent fall
 
 Lancaster, Grant    heart issues, friend of Vicki and Glen Wright 

Lassley, Laurie     gall bladder cancer

Leismer, Jim    stroke, brother-in-law of Nancy Kirk

Long, Annie   cancer
   
Loprindi, Kristina   stage 4 ovarian cancer
 
Lyons, Ida   Crescent Place
   
Mackens, James   back surgery, son-in-law of Rochelle Phillips
 
Mattson, Chad   heart attack and stents
 
McGuire, Thelma  health
 
Miles, Donna   recovery from surgery

 Minner, Pat  chemo treatments for lung cancer, friend of Diann and Al Cook
 
Moffatt, Bruce   health issues 
 
Nation, Nellie   Amber Oaks 

Newton, Mary Jo   treatment for breast cancer (Ken Slucher's sister)
 
the family and friends of Rochelle Phillips
Ratliff, George     military
 
Roach, Larry  Crescent Place, Linda Griffith's brother
 
Sanders, Cindy   cancer
   
Sandy  surgery and treatment for breast cancer, Henrietta Hardin's nephew's significant other
 
Shaver, Marty    Crescent Place

Smith, Michelle  upcoming knee replacement surgery 

Smith, Nell   Legacy at English Station 

Smith, Terea   dialysis patient with issues regarding her shunt 

Sorrel family.  The father, Steve, passed away from a heart attack while on vacation in Arizona.  He was driving at the time and his wife, Anne, was injured.  They live in Simpsonville and have two sons.  
 
Summers, Andi  shoulder replacement surgery Tuesday, October 6
   
Taylor, Nancye   homebound
 
Tipton, Barbara  Crescent Place

Tom and Nicole   Covid diagnosis  (brother and niece of Joanne Burke)   

Wainscott, Diana   breast cancer, Elizabeth Slucher's sister-in-law
 
Webb, Devon   seriously injured in car accident
 
Williams, Jay   juvenile diabetes
   
Williams, Linda   cancer

Williams, Pat and Mille    COVID  (relatives of Pam Ashby)
   
Wright, Tommy  severe head injury
 
Wright, Vickie  broken femur and other health issues
   
the Diersen Center staff and residents
SCPS students, staff and faculty 
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