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This Week’s Message 

May 16, 2021 
 

Lessons Learned – 
What’s Your Story? 

   
 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  “I 
am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting,” he replied.  

 
Acts 9:5   

 (New International Version) 

Sunday’s Scripture Reading 
Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-9    

1On that day a great persecution broke out against 
the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  
2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for 
him.  
3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from 
house to house, he dragged off both men and women 
and put them in prison. 
 
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous 
threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the 
high priest  
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who 
belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he 
might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him.  
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  
6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be 
told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; 
they heard the sound but did not see anyone.  
8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his 
eyes he could see nothing.  So they led him by the 
hand into Damascus.  
9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or 
drink anything. 
 

On Sunday I continue my series of messages 
titled Lessons Learned.  The title of Sunday’s 
message is What’s Your Story?   
     The Scripture text for the message comes 
from Acts chapters 8 and 9, where we find the 
story of Saul’s conversion on the road to 
Damascus.  It is, undoubtedly, the most 
famous conversion in history, and has even 
become part of our language, as we often hear 
the phrase that someone has had a road to 
Damascus experience. 
     Saul first appears on the scene at the end 
of chapter 7, where Luke tells us he was 
present at the stoning of Stephen.  Though the 
story of the actual conversion of Saul takes 
place in chapter 9, I include several verses 
from chapter 8.  I do this in order to make a 
comparison of the pre-conversion Saul and 
the post-conversion Paul.  Chapter 8 begins 
with the description of Saul working to 
destroy the church, dragging the followers of 
Jesus off to prison.   
     As conversion stories go, it’s hard to find 
one more dramatic than that of Saul.  It’s also 
safe to say, I think, that if God has to 
personally intervene in order to bring about a 
spiritual awakening, that is a sign of someone 
who is massively, massively on the wrong 
track in life.       
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Questions to Consider –  
 
* Have you thought about how 
you would present your story?  
Have you realized you have a 
story?  If someone said to you, 
what’s your story, what would 
you say?  Where would you 
begin?  How would your story 
begin? 
 
 * Paul can be described in 
many ways, and persistent is 
certainly an accurate 
description of him.  To turn and 
address the mob that was just 
moments before trying to kill 
him is quite a description of his 
persistence.  What do you think 
was the key to his persistence?  
Faith?  Hard-headedness?  A 
combination of both?  Some 
other factors?  How can we 
remain persistent in our faith? 
 
* After Paul was converted, 
there was skepticism towards 
him. Acts 9:10-19 says that 
Ananias, who was told by God 
to go to the newly converted 
Saul, replied by saying Lord, I 
have heard many reports about 
this man and all the harm he 
has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem.  And he has come 
here with authority from the 
chief priests to arrest all who 
call on his name. Was Ananias 
justified in his skepticism?  In 
that circumstance, how would 
you have responded? 
 

     Paul speaks about his conversion on two occasions in the 
book of Acts.  In chapter 21, Paul tells the story of his 
conversion to a crowd of people in the city of Jerusalem.  The 
crowd does not receive Paul’s message favorably, to put it   
 

I don’t have a story anywhere as near as dramatic 
as that of Paul.  In fact, my story is quite tame and 

boring.  I grew up in church.  Unlike Paul, I cannot point  
to a specific point in time when I was converted.  I  

grew into faith a little bit at a time… 
 
mildly.  After speaking, Paul is dragged away by the crowd, 
who beat him, with the intent to kill him.  Roman soldiers 
intervened and arrested him, saving him from the violence of 
the mob.  In spite of being beaten by the crowd, Paul asked the 
commander of the soldiers if he could address the crowd, and 
in his remarks, he tells of his conversion.  In chapter 26, Paul 
again shares the story of his conversion, this time telling it to 
King Agrippa.  We can, with great certainty, say that Paul was 
very persistent.  Nothing stopped Paul from preaching and 
telling his story, to the very end of his life.   
     I don’t have a conversion story as dramatic as that of Paul.  
In fact, in comparison, my story is quite tame and boring.  I 
grew up in church.  Unlike Paul, I cannot point to a specific 
point in time when I was converted.  I grew into faith a little bit 
at a time, learning the story of the gospel in Sunday School, 
worship, Vacation Bible School, and church camp.  And, 
thankfully, I learned long ago that it is not necessary to have a 
dramatic story of my conversion experience.  There are times, I 
believe, that we so glorify dramatic conversion experiences that 
we give the false and misleading impression that it is necessary 
– or at least helpful – to have a very compelling and dramatic 
story of faith.  Most of us, however, have experiences similar to 
mine, in that we grow into awareness of the faith that has 
always been present in our lives, and at some point, we make 
public acknowledgement of that awareness through a 
profession of faith and baptism. 
     Regardless of how, or when we came to faith, each of us has 
a story, and every story is valid and important.  Never forget 
that.  And I will look forward to seeing you on Sunday, at 9:00 
or 11:00 a.m., or on the livestream. And God bless you, always.   
 
      
 
 


