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Announcements – Jordan 
  
Good morning, and thank you for joining us today, in person or by livestream!   

    
 
Photos for the church directory will be taken on Tuesday and Wednesday.  We have 
added a third date – May 25th.  You can sign up for that day by calling the church office 
or by following the link in an email that was sent on Wednesday. 

    
 
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 12th – 15th.  We are currently looking for 
volunteers, and if you would like to help, or would like more information, contact Laine 
Kephart or the church office. 
 
We are planning a trip to work with the Christian Appalachian Project in September.  The 
dates are the 19th through the 24th.  If you are interested in the trip, contact the church 
officed. 

    
 
The Youth Group has decided to blanket our nursing home and assisted living 
communities with notes to let the residents know we are thinking of them. We need your 
help though! We have several facilities in the area with a large number of residents. If 
every person from each household can commit to sending 5 note cards, we can reach 
more residents. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. 
        
 
Call to Worship – Jordan  
 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,  
4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in 
heaven for you,  
5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.  
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6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 
7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, 
you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  
9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
Kid’s Korner – Jordan (11:00 service only) 
 
Hymn –  
 
Joys and Concerns – Jordan 
 
David Wainscott is home after spending several days in the hospital after a fall. 
       
 
Morning Prayer – Dean Cantrill (11:00 service only) 
 
Special Music –  
 
Kim Arrington speaks about the trip to the Christian Appalachian Project 
 
This slide goes on the screen while she is speaking –  
 

 
 
Scripture Reading – Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-9    
 

1On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all 
except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  
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2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.  
3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both 
men and women and put them in prison. 
 
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest  
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there 
who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem.  
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him.  
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he 
replied.  
6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 
see anyone.  
8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing.  So they 
led him by the hand into Damascus.  
9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 
 
Sermon – Lessons Learned:  What’s Your Story? 
 
Invitation Hymn –  
 
Stewardship Meditation   
 
Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, Virginia encouraged its members to 
participate in a week-long, churchwide fast.  The members were encouraged to give from 
what they had saved by not spending as much money on meals, coffee, and other items.  
Fully half of the 8,000-member congregation had committed to giving up nonessential 
spending and contributing to a special outreach offering at the end of January.  The 
church staff had anticipated $10,000.00 or $20,000.00 to be raised, but with the long 
government shutdown, expectations dropped.  Perhaps they would raise $5,000.00.  Yet 
members were ready to give. Over that single weekend, on top of their regular tithes, 
some 1,000 households donated a total of $150,000.00. 
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The church decided to use the money to pay off the educational debts of students at 
Howard University.  Described by the senior pastor as an act done in the spirit of 
“irrational generosity,” random students were selected, and those students received this 
message – Your account has been paid in full. You are cleared to graduate. On behalf of 
Alfred Street Baptist Church, go do amazing things in the world. 
https://faithandleadership.com/spirit-irrational-generosity-church-helps-pay-debts-
howard-university-seniors-and-sustain-
historic?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=feature%20story&u
tm_campaign=ni_newsletter 
 The amount of $150,00.00 comes out to $150.00 per household.  Combining gifts 
really, really, makes a difference. 
 
Stewardship Prayer   
 
Gracious God, help us to know the power of our combined and connected gifts.  A small 
gift becomes a large gift when combined with others.  A gift that the giver might feel is 
insignificant on its own, suddenly takes on greater power when combined with others.  
And all gifts, when combined with your power, become gifts that can change the world.  
Thank you now, and always, for the power of your magnification of gifts, in the name of 
Jesus we pray, amen.  
      
 
Doxology – played, but no singing 
 
Communion Meditation   
 
Theologian Soren Kierkegaard told the story of a magical land inhabited only by ducks, 
ducks who had a duck church. One fine Lord’s Day, he wrote, all of the ducks dutifully 
waddled to duck church, where the minister duck stood to deliver his message. He opened 
his duck Bible to the place where it spoke of God’s great gift to ducks—wings. “With 
wings”, said the duck preacher, “we ducks can fly! We can mount up like eagles and soar 
the heavens! We can escape the confinement of pens and fences; we can know the utter 
euphoria of unfettered freedom! We must give God thanks for such a great gift as 
wings!” To which all of the ducks in duck church stood to their feet with a hearty 
“amen!”  And then, they turned around…and waddled home. 
 
Prayer for the Bread and Cup – Ross Webb (11:00 service only) 
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Prayer for the cup – The Lord’s Prayer   
 
This we pray in the name of Christ, who taught us to pray,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  
Amen. 
 
Words of institution – when Jesus met with his disciples for the Last Supper, he took the 
bread and broke it.  As he broke it, he said, “this is my body which is broken for you.  
This do in remembrance of me.” 
And he took the cup also and said, “this cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   
 
Benediction  
 
May you depart knowing the invitation of God, to move from comfort to insecurity, from 
what we know to what we have yet to discover, from where we have been to where we 
have yet to go, from safety to a place of risk.  Go in the example of the saints before you, 
the Israelites in the wilderness, Paul blinded in Damascus.  Go in the name of Jesus 
Christ, who said ‘follow me’ without saying where he was going, just promising 
transformation and relationship with the Triune God along the way.  We go in peace to 
love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.     
 —From the Order of St. Anthony 
 
 


